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Ci- joint quelques lignes de présentation :

Gilbert Rist è professore emerito all’Institut universitaire de hautes études internationales et du développement (IHEID) a Ginevra. Dopo aver insegnato a Tunisi, ha diretto il Centro studi Europa – Tercer Mondo e a collaborato con l’Università delle Nazione unite. Tra le sue opere piú importanti, ricordiamo, in traduzione italiana, Lo sviluppo, Storia di une credenza occidentale (Bollati Boringheri, 1997) e I Fantasmi dell’economia (Jaca Book, 2012). 

Derniers ouvrages :

1. 
Le Développement. Histoire d’une croyance occidentale, Paris, Presses de Sciences Po, 2007 (4e édition revue et augmentée, parution prévue en janvier 2013).


The History of Development. From Western Origins to Global Faith, London, Zed Books, 3rd edition, 2008.


El desarrollo : Historia de una creencia occidental, Madrid, Los libros de la Catárata, 2002.


traduction en chinois, Beijing, Social Sciences Academic Press, 2011.

2.
L’Economie ordinaire entre songes et mensonges, Paris, Presses de Sciences Po, 2010.


The Delusions of Economics. The Misguided Certainties of a Hazardous Science,  London, Zed Books, 2011.


I Fantasmi dell’economia, Milano, Jaca Book, 2012.


(autres traductions prévues : polonais et coréen)

Outline of my presentation, Friday 21rst September, 9:00 a.m.

From the Deconstruction of “Development” to the Deconstruction 

of the Dominant so-called Economic “Science”

Intro : 
Why I have shifted from the critique of “development” to the critique of economics.

1.
The mechanistic model on which economic “science” is grounded makes it impossible for economists to understand – and to solve – the present environmental problems.


– XVIII – XIXth  Century : Newton as the scientific leader. 


– economists (Smith, Ricardo, Malthus, Say) use Newton’s concepts (forces, flows, mass, elasticity, balance, equilibrium) in order to be considered as “scientific”. Léon Walras confirmed this mechanistic model.


– in the middle of the XIXth Century, Rudolf Clausius discovered the second principle of thermodynamics. Time is not irreversible but matters in the transformation of energy and matter during economic processes (entropy).


– there is a confusion between resources arising from flows and from funds.


– economists are considering pollution, waste, etc. as “negative externalities”. This is beside the point : There is a blind spot in economics : it doesn’t take into consideration entropy and ecological consideration. Its presuppositions are both obsolete and wrong.

2. 
Scarcity is a funding hypothesis – or presupposition – of economic “science”. Even if it is wrong, it may, at the end of the day, be proven true if we continue believing in economics. A false hypothesis may unfortunately become true.


– basic presuppositions of economics : we are living in a world of scarcity and human needs are unlimited.


– only “scarce” goods are economic goods.


– the competition for scarce goods leads to social violence.


– the only solution is therefore to promote growth.


– this is a paradigm of war : between human beings and against nature.


– the net result of this growthmania is a real progressive scarcity : a false hypothesis becomes true.

 Conclusion :  The degrowth movement should not only look for individual restraint in consumption, but wage a fierce battle against economic “science” that is totally misleading. Economic “science” leads us into a dead end. It is not enough to recommend individual soberness, but it is necessary to oppose a pseudo-science whose basic axioms have remained unchanged for more than a century. Do you know of any science that flourishes with unchanged presuppositions for so long ?

(These are the main themes of my presentation. I shall keep it within 20 minutes. I shall more or less make the same presentation at the Books & Journal Presentation, Friday 21rst September, 16:30, at the Scoletta dei Calegheri, adding perhaps a distinction between socks and funds and there inevitable confusion in dominant economic “science”).
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