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FOCUS DISCUSSION: Scenarios

ABSTRACT:

An event is often considered a pretending to spark off an economy capable of giving earnings to organizers and hosting territory, forgetting real needs and the aim of the event. The event, that takes place in a limited time, exploit unavoidably its hosting territory from an environmental and social point of view (in favour of earnings and backimage), towards the local territory impoverishment, unsustainably. The absence of any connection between the event and its environment causes both environmental and social overburdens for the territory and interferences with normal activities (disturbance).

To arrange that the event isn't the umpteenth contribution to the exploitation of local resources, a designer could propose an alternative model of event, accommodating several aspects. It does not leverage on a deprivation philosophy (drastically reducing or avoiding events), because it wouldn't be likely. On the opposite, it is proposed a new kind of event that, starting from the study of its dynamics and from the current trend towards sharing of goods and resources, represents a best practice in which its capability are exploited to obtain a more environmental, social and economical level. In this way the message becomes more educational and effective: it means going on with doing events, but in a complete different way, improving the event not from a quantitative but qualitative point of view by the incrementation in benefits for event's community.

The new model of event is based on sharing and collaboration within the event's community, composed by local community (who lives or works in place) and additional community (who works for the event or visits it). The collaboration within the event's community allows to reach a shared responsibility for the event itself, by the extension of the responsibility of each person for each phase of the event (similarly to goods production): the lifecycle of the event is not limited to the days in which the event takes place, but includes also pre and post event phases and its potential cyclicity.

In the proposed event, the collaboration consists in sharing our own unused resources (material resources, like objects or spaces, or immaterial resources, like specific knowledge or time) to fulfill personal wishes related to the specific event (like hospitality, guide, borrowing). In this way it has been created a virtual bank with all the shared common goods, from which each person of the event's community could get a resource for free satisfying his wish. So resources that would be wastes obtain value for both the user (because it represents his wish fulfillment) and the giver (because it represents his exchange resource). This dynamics is in contrast to consumerism, based on the production and consume of new goods and resources to rise the wellness of people. Teaching the real value of our own resources, this dynamics strengthens the social network within the event's community. Exploiting the exchange dynamics of the event, the event will be improved by the social relationships towards its social sustainability.

This new idea of event comes from a study based on a systemic approach, that considers the event as an open system related with its hosting territory, composed by energy and material flows and human relationships among all the components involved. Its feasibility has been verified by its theoretical application to Tortona Design Week in Milan.

It has been demonstrated how an aware design of the event could lead towards a practical example of new value system based on a new collaborative culture within the community. In this way it has been demonstrated how the evolution could be possible thinking of the commons, testifying for the importance of the social life.

